[Thigh abscess as first manifestation of a sigma carcinoma].
An extensive thigh abscess was the reason for a hospital admission of a 66 year old woman. Apart from that there were no other known preexisting diseases. The reason for the abscess was a perforated sigma carcinoma, which was incidentally found. Treatments and course: We treated the patient with a sigma resection and several debridements of the thigh. But for all that she died from septic shock. This case illustrates the importance of cancer screening programs and an accurate investigation of the medical history and clinical examination. This can be supported by a failure management, which does not sanction a failure but considers it as a chance for future improvement.